-~1son
et al.: Beachfront campus?

CONTRIBUTORS : Jennifer Eyring ('14), Eric Gorton
('86, '09M), Jim Heffernan ('96), Michelle Hite ('88),
Bill Newton, Janet Smith ('81), Rob Tucker, Bill Wyatt

Longtime JMU
supporter Tom
Dlngledlne has
donated 37
acres In Virginia's Northern
NeckforJMU
researchers.

Beachfront campus?
Longtime supporter donates land to JMU
ongtime JMU friend and benefactor Tom Dingledine
has given the university a gift of37 acres in the Northern Neck of Virginia for students and faculty members
to use as a field laboratory for research and teaching. In addition to the 37 acres at Bluff Point,
Dingledine recently placed an adjacent 860-acre
parcel into a conservation easement held by the North American Land Trust that provides JMU the opportunity to conduct
research and teaching exercises in its pine
forests and saltwater marshes neighboring the Chesapeake Bay. Faculty members who have visited the site are eager
to research areas such as water quality,
marsh ecology, archaeology, geology,
engineering, shore land mapping, public
history and environmental writing.
"This presents a natural connection
for us as JMU and Harrisonburg are
located in the Chesapeake Bay watershed,"
explains Jerry Benson, JMU provost. "The
new field research site graciously provided
by Tom Dingledine creates an opportunity for our existing research
efforts to expand in further exploring the full cycle of ecological
impact on the bay."

"While the acreage at Bluff Point is a generous donation to
JMU, the 860-acre easement is in effect a gift to all the people
of Virginia," adds David A. Johnson, director of the Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recreation. "This easement will
have long-term benefits for local water quality, including on the
Chesapeake Bay, and protects habitat for several significant species
including the rare tiger beetle." ffi

While the acreage at Bluff Point is a generous donation to JMU,
the 860-acre easement is in effect a gift to all the people of Virginia'
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- DAVID A . JOHNSON, director of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

No debating lhe slats
JMU orators are tops in the nation

Harvard University, Northwestern University, George Mason
University, Liberty University, the University of Kansas and
other traditional powerhouses. The past two years the team has
been ranked as high as fifth in the country.
This year's team is unique because of its proportionally high
number of underclassmen. There are 19 freshmen and sophomores, two juniors and
only one senior. "We
knew we were rebuilding
this year, so our goal was
to stay in the top 10,"
says, JMU Director of
D ebate Michael Davis. ffi

For the fourth year in a row, the JMU Debate T earn is ranked
in the top IO in the nation. The team is currently eighth in
both the National Debate
Tournament and Cross
Examination Debate
Association rankings. The
rankings are based on
team members' performances in regional and
national tournaments
during the academic year.
The JMU Debate Team
Debate Team Director Mike Davis (center) instructs JMU debaters, like math
competes with teams from major Cynthia McGrath ('13) and justice studies major Samantha Perez ('15).
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... LEARN MORE about
the debate team at sites.
jmu.edu/debate
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